
Sound familiar? Well you are not alone. This is 
not an uncommon problem, which can be very 
frustrating and has caused many to question the 
approach of increasing powder quantities.

One solution which has been producing fantastic 
results is using a Whole Grain Coarse Calf Feed. 
It is exactly as it sounds, whole grain Maize and 
Oats with a soya based protein. The product also 
benefits from the inclusion of NIS which has been 
shown in trials to aid both rumen development and 
growth rates. This product is extremely palatable 
and we have seen excellent growth rates on the 
back of this. The use of Zinpro Availa minerals also 
compliments the higher intakes we are seeing with 
this product, further fortifying the immune system 
of the calves. 
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Over the last couple of years the importance of calf 
rearing has been talked about in depth. We are all 
familiar with the arguments for increased levels of 
milk powder to ensure the best start and debate 
about protein levels of milk powder and the age 
old arguments of skim verses whey powders. 

The debate now has moved on to that of solid 
feed, with the aim of maximising intakes and 
rumen development. The practice of increasing 
powder intakes has created a dilemma and in 
some cases caused a problem on farm. The fact 
that it decreases intake of solid feed, and when we 
do eventually wean them they have the potential 
to go backwards for a few weeks, negating the 
good work we have done by increasing the levels 
of powder into the calf.

DAIRY POULTRY BEEF & SHEEP FORAGE
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Over the last couple of years the importance of calf rearing has been 
talked about in depth, The debate now has moved on to that of solid 
feed, with the aim of maximising intakes and rumen development.

MATT RANCE  07809 306571 
FORAGE & NUTRITION SPECIALIST

crediton milling product development 

Growrite
We are all aware of the problem of digital dermatitis 
in dairy herds, however we tend to forget that 1 in 
4 heifers actually have DD by the time they enter 
the milking herd. 

This product is a purpose designed complimentary 
youngstock feed containing Avalia-Plus. 

Availa-Plus
Availa-Plus is a completely new approach to foot 
care - it starts with promoting good health in your 
growing heifers. A unique combination of protected 
amino acid complexes protects your cattle against 
diseases such as Digital Dermatitis. This works from 
the inside out by boosting the animal’s immune 
system making them less susceptible to infection, 
creating a healthier, more productive animal. This 
product has been 10 years in development, and 

Our technical team has been busy over the last 6 months with the 
identification, development, testing and launch of several new products 
which all have proven to be very successful on farm. We have already 
touched on the Whole Grain Course Calf, but what else have we been up to?

has numerous peer reviewed papers showing its 
efficacy.

Soil health
On the soil health front we have launched 2 new 
products in conjunction with our partners in the 
industry. These complement the existing range 
of soil enhancing products we currently have 
available. 

SoilBoost
A Soil conditioner, designed and manufactured in 
the UK. This product is designed to help improve 
soil conditions and feed soil bacteria, ensuring that 
you can get more out of what you already have.

A small amount of high quality Nitrogen and 
Sulphur on a reactive calcium and seaweed base, 
provides the core to this product, which is further 

enhanced with the inclusion of Bacteria Available 
Sugars and Humic and Fulvic acids, as well as a 
trace element pack specifically designed for South 
West soil conditions.

AgriBlend
An organic approved Soil inoculant and conditioner. 
This product is unique and a completely new 
concept in soil management.

This is a natural product that contains extremely 
high levels of Humic and Fulvic acids as well as 
added selected Nitrogen fixing and phosphate 
releasing bacteria.

This product is particularly suited to low input 
ground both Grassland and Arable, and trials have 
shown very impressive results on this basis.

For more information about these and other 
new developments please give us a call.

The product is based on specific diets that our 
team encountered on their study tour to the US 
last year, but developed to meet the specific needs 
of UK dairying. If you would like further information 
about this product then please give me a ring.
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In poultry, gut health is extremely important. All 
worms are detrimental to health of the gut, some 
more than others. It is critical that laying hens 
reach the ideal body size and weight (not fat) 
in order for her laying apparatus to develop and 
then maintain egg production throughout lay, or 
for meat birds, to develop ample muscle. Poor gut 
health due to worms jeopardise production, have 
a negative effect on egg quality and also makes 
the birds more susceptible to other diseases. 

Some worms can cause obstructions whilst 
others directly damage the gut wall. Either way 
they are all parasites and live off the host. The 
damage they cause means the cells lining the 
intestines are no longer able to efficiently transfer 
nutrients across from the intestines to the rest of 
the body. As a result of this, the bird does not 
have enough energy to fulfil their purpose i.e. lay 
eggs or grow. Therefore the end goal we want 
from our birds is compromised. 

More importantly than this though, is the welfare 
of the birds. Damage to the gut wall is painful and 
should not be overlooked. 

There are many different types of worm which 
infect poultry and gamebird, each posing their 
own risk. 

Ascaridia spp (round worms) are the most easy 
to identify on the basis of their size. These live 
within the intestine and in high number can 
cause obstruction as well as enteritis. They look 
like pieces of spaghetti in the lumen of the gut 
and so are easy to see at post mortem.

Capillaria spp is the most pathogenic worm 
as it lives within the gut wall so can therefore 
cause the most damage. These cannot be 
seen by the naked eye easily if at all and hence 
need a microscope and a vet to really make the 
diagnosis. They can kill the birds.

Heterakis spp. live within the birds caecum and 
can act as a host to the Histomonas parasite 
which causes Black Head. This is a deadly 
condition in laying birds and adult pheasants.

Syngamus trachea or Gape worm lives within 
the windpipe of the bird and causes irritation 
as it latches to the wall. This is more commonly 
seen in pheasants so it’s a good idea to try to 
keep them off your range area! The worm can 
cause the birds to gasp for air and can kill them. 

Recently we held a meeting for poultry 
producers with Elanco Animal Health. An 
important point discussed was that regardless 
of treating the worms within your bird, you must 
remember that whilst these birds are alive, they 
are reproducing and laying eggs of their own. 
These are excreted by the birds and can live 
in the environment for years. So even if you 
don’t have a problem with one flock, you are 
posing a greater challenge to the next as there 
are already an increased amount of worm eggs 
in their environment, which once ingested, can 
start their own life cycles.

On the back of this a control strategy was 
discussed which is aimed at decreasing the 
challenge from worms in the environment. While 
strict cleaning and disinfection is required at 
turn around, worm eggs have proved to survive 
extreme conditions and still remain viable. 
Therefore a worming programme can help to 
control worm burdens in your environment as 
well as adult worms in your birds.

It is very important to know what worms are 
causing a problem on your site, as their life 
cycles can vary in time and therefore have an 
influence of the frequency of worming. This can 
be achieved by sending a faeces sample to your 
vet or a poultry laboratory. The test will allow us 

to see what species of worms are present on 
your site, whether treatment is required and 
the frequency of treatment. The frequency of 
treatment is particularly important at reducing 
the overall burden on the pasture e.g. for certain 
worms to break the life cycles repeat worming 
at three week intervals is recommended which 
is then be gradually spaced out depending on 
what worm is present on your site. Regular 
monitoring of the levels of worms via worm egg 
counts or post mortems is an important part of 
the health planning of your flock. 

There are several treatments for worms available 
and it is essential to use those that are licensed 
in the particular species that you are treating. 
Flubenvet (in feed), Panacur Aquasol (in water) 
and Flimabo (in water) are licensed for laying 
poultry. These all have a nil egg withhold. 
Meat withholds are seven, six and two days 
respectively. 

Flubenvet is the only licensed wormer in game 
birds and has a seven day withhold for both 
meat and eggs. 

In summary, worms need to be controlled for 
the sake of the health and welfare of the birds 
and your profits.

DAIRY POULTRY BEEF & SHEEP

Worms pose a constant 
challenge to our birds, 
and This year has proved  
no different

The recent weather variations 
we have been experiencing 
over the last few months even 
years have allowed the worms 
to maintain their life cycles 
and infect our birds regularly 
and we believe this may be 
a reason that worm burdens 
have been particularly high 
this year.
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Crediton Milling are pleased to introduce Peers 
Davies of Pro Ovine, who will be working with us to 
further improve our sheep offering. 

In the last year Crediton Milling has taken a 
number of steps to improve our business offering 
in the Beef and Sheep sector of the agriculture 
industry. In 2016 we approached Peers to work 
with us to look at what our business has to offer 
our sheep farming customers. 

Peers is a nationally renowned sheep consultant 
vet working with all areas of the ovine industry. 
He started practice in Devon at beginning of his 
career and then moved on to set up Pro Ovine.

Pro Ovine offer advice and services to sheep 
farmers up and down the country with a strong 
focus on a whole flock approach, looking at 
recording methods, flock genetic improvements, 
feed diets, disease management, flock production 
and troubleshooting on a daily basis.

Crediton Milling will be holding a farmer 
meeting on Friday the 17th of February at 
Quicks farm Willand Near Cullumpton. 
This will be aimed at sheep farmers looking to 
improve the profitability of their flock. Peers will be 
discussing the following topics:

• Flock management, targeting improving genetic 
strength of the flock, with a direct relation to 
improving numbers and survivability of lambs.

• Trouble shooting common things people have 
problems with at birth and in the first 6 weeks 
of life. This part of the session will be held as an 
open forum where people can cover everything 
from disease problems, to the best way to grow 
your lambs.

If you would like to attend  
please call the office on  
01363 772212  
to book your place.

BEEF & SHEEP FORAGE

crediton milling offers advice  
from nationally renowned  
sheep Consultant PEERS DAVIES
Sheep farming in the southwest is an 
ever evolving and exciting part of UK 
agriculture. Sheep farmers are having 
to look to new ideas and innovations 
to stay ahead of a changing market. 
As part of Crediton Millings business 
we are keen to offer sheep farmers a 
positive and progressive service. 
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CMC Question Time 2017

This year we will be running three more events in 
March & April with a focus on 2017. The panel 
will include a milk processor, bank manager, an 
extensive grazer and an intensive system farmer.

Last season milk price was, of course, the hot 
topic and how can farmers survive. This year the 
focus will be on the outlook for 2017 and beyond. 
We will be releasing dates shortly and compiling 
questions so please come along and get involved.

Last year we held three ‘Question time’ 
events one each in Devon, Cornwall 
and Somerset. The format for the 
evening was pre-vetted questions 
posed to a panel representing key 
facets of the dairy industry. 



DAIRY

The Quality and Quantity, type and timing of application will all have an 
impact on the nutrient availability of the manure to the crop. It is important 
to understand these factors to maximise the utilisation of the resource on 
your farm and ultimately be able to impact on your fertiliser application.

Making the most from what you already have… 

The Nitrogen, Phosphate and Potash in an average 5 tonne application 
of Farm Yard Manure is worth £27.86p at today’s fertiliser prices, and a 
2000 gallons application of 6% slurry equates to £23.69p.
This makes the muck heap and lagoon two of the best assets on the farm.

These values apply to ‘average’ samples. The nutrients you have available 
to you depends on many things, doing a muck and slurry analysis will 
help to establish just what level of fertiliser is in your organic manures.

Once you have an analysis figure, it must be remembered that current 
figures suggest only a proportion of these total nutrients are actually 
available to the crop in the year of application. These amounts can vary 
with timing, mode of application and the ability of your soil to respond to 
application. 

Nitrogen is the nutrient that is most effected here. As much as 90% of 
the total nitrogen content of your organic manures may well end up being 
wasted due to poor application timings, type of application and soil pH’s. 

Target Applications
Organic manures are a rich source of nutrients, but the ratio of the nutrient 
content isn’t balanced, especially where sheep and cattle are concerned. 

If we look at the table again we can see that for FYM at 5 tonnes and 
acre we are applying 6:32:79 units which gives us a N:P:K ratio of 
roughly 1:5:13 (for a fertiliser like 20.10.10 this would be 2:1:1), and 
for slurry 1:1.3:3.6. If we exclude the nitrogen we can see that in both 
cases ever unit of P we are apply we are applying roughly 2.5 units of 
K. So targeting organic manures to crops and soils which will benefit 
from potash applications is vital (silage ground and low K index soils). By 
doing this, we can start to reduce fertiliser costs and/or improve quantity 
and quality of grass production. 

Consistent over application to the same fields over time will increase soil 
reserves, but with this comes potential problems such as staggers risks 
and dry cow problems. 

The other thing here to consider is replacement cost. For example grazing 
grounds on K index of 2 has no requirement for extra Potash, due to the 
recycling of nutrients of the animals grazing it. Conversely Silage grounds 
with a K index of 2 still have a large potash requirement. If we look a the 
values of potash in the table above every 5t of FYM we apply to grazing 
ground at a K index 2 we are applying £16 (£12 for 2000 gallon of slurry)
of potash that isn’t needed, and could be applied to silage ground.

Improving the value of your slurry
Just like your soils, your slurry is unique to your farm. When we do 
calculations like the one above we look at average slurry results which 
can be very misleading. 

Remember that someone who has one hand in the fire and one hand in 
the freezer is on average comfortable....

Measuring the nutrient content of FYM and Slurry is the way to ensure 
that your figures are right. Taking a uniform and representative sample 
is very important here as consistency and therefore the nutrient value of 
the slurry will change as you empty the lagoon or tank.

N P K Total/
application

Units £ Units £ Units £ £

5 t FYM/acre 6 2.17 32 9.57 79 16.13 27.86

2000 
gallons/acre 16 5.77 21 6.28 57 £11.6 23.69
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Maximising  use of organic  Manures

MIKE ALLEN  07860 776440 
FORAGE SPECIALIST 

With fertiliser price once again moving, it is important 
to remember the value of your organic manures.

FORDTON MILLS, CREDITON, DEVON EX17 3DH
T 01363 772212    F 01363 775009    T @CREDITONMILLING
WWW.CREDITONMILLING.CO.UK

Assumes: 10% of total availability for FYM and 35% for Slurry
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